much larger system. Mill and factory owners
produce within set time-frames and conditions
or wages are secondary. If a merchant can
reduce his price or speed up production then
everyone involved will have to adapt to this
price point or deadline. The human cost is
rarely the manufacturer's priority.

In contrast handlooms offers oppertunities for
male and female employment. Even more than
that, with the right framework it offers people
the opportunity to create; at FiveP consultation
takes place on an inclusive basis. Weavers can
innovate, move within the production system
and contribute ideas. And the whole site has
been built with the weaver in mind. The loom
sheds are light, airy, safe and eco-friendly. The
company places weaving at the heart of a
carbon neutral environment (handwoven cloth
is carbon neutral, it uses no electricity, no gas
and, with organic yarns, no pesticides). Water
is recycled into irrigation systems: it's a
sustainable system that can be replicated in
other towns and villages — anywhere traditional
craftsmanship needs preserving.

Given the history of India and Gandhi's
championing of the khadi system — the country’s
route to independence — it's not surprising that
proposed changes to the law stirred emotions.
Handloom weaving remains an important part of
Indian society. To see it decline, to see it
stagnate — or worse to see it stop completely —
would be like destroying the essence of India.
*e» Uthra Rajgopal, www.fivepventure.com
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